
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Basketball Officiating 
3-Person 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3-Person Terminology 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Trail: Frontcourt starting position; 28’ from endline near sideline just above top of 3-

point arc, same side as Lead 

• Center: Frontcourt starting position; free throw line extended on or just off near 

sideline opposite Trail and Lead 

• Lead: Frontcourt starting position; off endline 4’to 6’ half-way between near sideline 

and near lane line, same side as Trail 

• Ball side / Strong side: Position of the ball and most players 

• Weak side: Opposite strong side from Lead and Trail 

• Rotation: A live-ball where the ball keys a change in coverage, implemented when 

the Lead official moves ball side 

• Close down: Lead movement from starting position to endline-near lane line when 

ball is in the center of the frontcourt 

• Transition: Term for the movement of all officials from one frontcourt to the 

opposite frontcourt 

• Competitive Matchup Officiating: Focus on 1st competitive matchup in each official’s 

primary coverage area (PCA) 

• Secondary defender: not original defender of offensive player, but another 

defensive player moving to help teammate defend offensive player 

• Game Management - Dead Ball Officiating: Activity during the time immediately 

after the ball becomes dead 
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3-Person Positioning 
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